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Husseiniya, in addition to the construction of a number of
Husseiniyas and mosques in Bahrain, Tarout, and Dubai.

The achievements of this great man were not limited to
the commercial and religious aspects, as he has left a big
mark on the educational field as well. He established Al-
Mubarakah Al-Alawiyah School, the second formal school
for Shiites in Bahrain and the first school to open outside the
capital Manama to serve the Al-Bilad Al-Qadim, Al-Khamis
areas and neighboring villages during the British protection
era.

Since Ahmed bin Khamis was one of the country's
dignitaries, who were consulted on many majorissues, he had
strong relations with many British political agents, affiliated
with the British colonial authorities. He also managed to
convey to them the demands of Bahrainis regarding various
topics.



The Moon of Sanabes

Story of the Man of Pearls and Patriotic Activism
Ahmed bin Khamis

The book talks about the prominent Bahraini merchant
Ahmed bin Khamis, born around 1855 and died in 1940 AD.
Through this great man's biography, we are introduced to
Bahrain during his time, from the political, economic, social,
scientific as well as other aspects; especially since Ahmed
bin Khamis was not only a notable trader but also a well-
known social figure, who had a great role in Bahrain at the
time.

The author extensively discussed the pearl trade, the
profession of Bin Khamis, which was at the height of
prosperity, and the difficulties experienced by divers and
other professionals related to the extraction of pearls from
the sea. He further spoke of the purchasers of this precious
commodity.

The pearl trade has rendered many Bahrainis among the
most significant pillars of economic life. By them and their
wealth that resulted from fishing and the pearl trade, society
thrived, and even the state with all its departments until the
emergence of the oil industry, when the game changed.
That business class, along with the wealth it achieved from
the pearl trade, had a clear imprint on the overall economic
and social movement.

Ahmed bin Khamis, by the virtue of his strong religious
faith, saw that he, with all the wealth he enjoyed, had a duty
to contribute to the rise of Bahraini society. He established a
Husseiniya (Shia Congregation Hall) known as the Bin Khamis
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